
 
P.E.O. Chapter FZ – Virginia Hegland Scholarship (Fund) 

2024-2025 

Required Documents for applicants:  
 Application Form 
 Essay – 500-1,000 words:  

“What does Climate Change mean for you and your future?” 
Copy of Transcripts 
Letter of Thanks to the Hegland Family 
Letter of Thanks to Chapter FZ, P.E.O. 
 
Awards are given to the individual and is $1,500+ 
Scholarship open to those whose pronouns are “she/her/they/them” 

 
What is P.E.O and Chapter FZ: 
 The P.E.O. Sisterhood (Philanthropic Educational Organization), founded in 1869, is a 
U.S.-based international women’s organization of about 230,000 members, with a primary 
focus on providing educational opportunities for female students worldwide. The Sisterhood is 
headquartered in Des Moines, Iowa, with chapters throughout the United States and Canada. 
Among other projects, it owns and supports Cottey College an independent college for women 
in Nevada, Missouri. Chapter FZ is one of the local Pullman groups grateful for the opportunity 
to assist the Hegland family and move the educational mission of P.E.O. forward and out into 
our Pullman community. 
 
Who is Virginia Hegland: 

Virginia Thompson Hegland was born at home in Scottsboro, Alabama on March 10th, 
1919. The middle of three children and the only girl, her childhood was a happy time for her. 
Her family's commitment to education meant that, between her parents' sacrifices and her own 
hard work, Virginia was able to attend the University of Alabama during the Great Depression. 
She graduated in 1940 with a major in English and a minor in Library Science. After working for 
several years as a high school English teacher, in 1943 she enlisted in the Navy and joined the 
WAVES program, working in the Codes and Ciphers department of the Registered Publications 
Issuing Office at the Norfolk Naval Base. After the war, thanks to the GI Bill, she chose to 
continue her studies in English as a graduate student at the University of Chicago. Virginia 
received her Masters of Arts degrees from the University of Chicago in 1947, taught English at 
the University of Illinois and in a number of high schools in Kentucky and Washington State 
while Leonard obtained his PhD and joined the faculty at Washington State University in 1953. 
In 1956, their daughter Jean was born, and in 1959, their son Joel arrived. Two other children, 
Alan and David Meyer, were born in 1958 and 1960 to Leonard and Virginia’s dear friends Paul 
and Pat Meyer. After the tragic early deaths of their parents, Alan and David became an 
important part of the Hegland family.  



 
Virginia joined the faculty of Pullman High School in 1953, where she began by teaching History 
and English and later became the school librarian. She retired in 1981, two years after 
Leonard’s untimely death. Virginia also enjoyed doing volunteer work at Neill Public Library and 
the Pullman Senior Center. She had a life-long commitment to social justice and in her final 
years she was thrilled to see a black man become president, and to be able to vote for marriage 
equality. Virginia died surrounded by family on January 28th, 2017. She is interred beside her 
husband Leonard in the Pullman City Cemetery. 

Philanthropic Education Organization 

P.E.O., Chapter FZ and the Hegland family value education very highly. We believe a democracy 

can only survive if a country's citizens understand science, are aware of history, and are capable 

of critical thinking. We are convinced that education makes people's lives more satisfying, 

interesting, and meaningful.  

"My deepest values have to do with caring and sharing, and I want to believe that my caring 

extends in many directions. When you care, you want to share." – Virginia Hegland 

 


